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On March 9, Colombia's United Workers Confederation (CUT) staged a two-hour general strike
to protest political violence. According to Reuters and Prensa Latina, the strike caused only minor
disruptions in Bogota, the capital city. CUT called the strike after 21 banana plantation workers were
massacred in the northern region of Uraba last week. A rightwing paramilitary group was reportedly
responsible for the killings. Police sources cited by a Bogota radio station said that in India Media,
Santander department, a teacher who had received several death threats from a rightist paramilitary
group, was killed March 8 by 15 unknown assailants. Throughout the past week, military patrols
were increased in the Uraba, northwestern Antioquia department. In an attempt to obtain safety
guarantees from the government for union leaders, hundreds of peasant farmers and their families
had camped out in the town of Apartado. According to CUT spokespersons, paramilitary bands in
the Uraba region have murdered an estimated 100 labor union leaders and members thus far in
1988.
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